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‘‘ My children, for a long time I have desired to
see you; now that I have this happiness, my heart
is almost bursting. Think of the joy that a father
has who tenderly loves his children, when he sees
them again after a long absence in which they have
run great dangers, and you will conceive a part of
mine. For, although you do not yet pray, I never-
theless look upon you as my children, and have for
you a father’s tenderness,—because you are the
children of the Great Spirit, who has given life to
you, as well as to those who pray; who has made
Heaven for you as well as for them; who thinks of
you as he thinks of them and of me; and who desires
that all should enjoy eternal happiness. What
causes my sorrow and diminishes my joy in seeing
you is the thought, which I have at this moment, that
some day I shall be separated from a part of my
children, whose destiny will be eternally unfortunate
because they do not pray; while the others, who
pray, will be in joy which shall never end. When
I think of this sad separation, can I have a contented
heart? The happiness of those who pray does not
give me so much joy as the unhappiness of those
who do not pray grieves me. If you have insur-
mountable obstacles to prayer, and if, remaining in
the condition in which you are, I were able to make
you enter into Heaven, I would spare nothing in
order to procure for you this happiness. I would
urge you on, I would make you all enter there, so
much do I love you, and so much do I desire that
you should be happy; but that is not possible. You
must pray, and you must be baptized, that you may
be able to enter that place of delight.”

After this preamble, I explained to them at great



